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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 11, 14, and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Hermach (U.S. Patent No. 3,942,782). 

Hermach discloses an apparatus for interfolding at least two sheets of material for 
forming a web of interfolded sheets of material, the apparatus comprising: a) at least two 
dispensers preforming sheets of material (Fig. 2; via 26A-26C and 22A-22C) to provide at least 
one longitudinally extending fold line and at least one fold respectively; and b) an interfolder 
downstream from said dispensers and comprising a pair of folding rolls (Fig. 2; via folding 
rollers 38) for receiving there-between preformed sheet material from each of the dispensers and 
producing interfolded sheets of material (via receiving the longitudinal folded sheets to further 
fold the sheets cross wise; column 5, lines 9-14). Note that broadly considering the claimed 
"interfolder" for producing "interfolded sheets of material" could be nothing more than folding 
the folded sheets stacked on top of each other to form the claimed "interfold", see for example 
(Fig. 5 and column 5, lines 9-14; via stacked folded sheets further folded cross wise by the 
folding rollers 38). 

Regarding claim 14: knife roll to cut the sheets (Fig. 2; via cutting cylinder 37). 

Regarding claim 16: wherein the dispensers are folding boards (Fig. 2; via former folders 
26A-26C and 22A-22C). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1 1 and 13-16 alternatively rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Stemmler (U.S. Patent No. 5,088,707) in view of Hermach (U.S. Patent No. 3,942,782). 

Stemmler discloses an apparatus for interfolding at least two sheets of material for 
forming a web of interfolded sheets of material, the apparatus comprising at least two dispensers 
providing sheets of material (Figs. 1-3; via Wl and W2); an inter- folder downstream from the 
dispensers and comprising a pair of folding rollers for receiving preformed sheet material from 
each of the dispensers and producing interfolded sheets of material (Figs. 1-3; via folding rollers 
12 and 13). 

Stemmler does not disclose performing dispensers to provide at least one longitudinally 
extending fold line and at least one fold respectively. However, Hermach discloses a similar 
apparatus comprising means for dispensing two different sheets and longitudinally folding the 
sheets (Fig. 2; via 26A-26C and 22A-22C). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have modified Stemmler's folding apparatus by having the 
longitudinal folds to the sheets, as suggested by Hermach, in order to improve the apparatus for 
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associating and folding the respective sections of multi sectioned, bulky newspapers (column 2, 
lines 1-4). 

Regarding claim 13: Stemmler discloses that the sheets of material respectively include a 
plurality of spaced apart transversely extending perforation lines (column 2, lines 50-52). 

Regarding claim 14: Stemmler discloses that knife rolls between the dispensers and the 
folding rolls for clean cutting the interfolded sheets of material (Figs. 1-3; via cutting rollers 30). 

Regarding claim 15: Stemmler discloses that perforating rolls perforating the interfolded 
sheets of material (column 12, lines 21 and 22). 

Regarding claim 16: Stemmler docs not disclose that the dispensers are folding boards. 
However, Hermach discloses a similar apparatus with having the dispensers serving as folding 
boards (Fig. 2; via 26A-26C and 22A-22C). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have modified Stemmler's folding apparatus by having the dispenser 
being folding boards, as suggested by Hermach, in order to improve the apparatus for associating 
and folding the respective sections of multi sectioned, bulky newspapers (column 2, lines 1-4). 

Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Stemmler (U.S. 
Patent No. 5,088,707) in view of Hermach (U.S. Patent No. 3,942,782) as applied to claim 1 1 
above, and further in view of DuFresne (U.S. Patent No. 4,824,426). 

Stemmler in view of Hermach do not disclose the claimed double "c" shaped fold as 
described in page 3 lines 29-31 and page 4, lies 1 and 2 of the filed specification of the invention. 
However, DuFresne discloses such "c" shaped folds as seen in Fig. 3. 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have modified Stemmler in view of Hermach folding apparatus, by 
folding means to fold the sheet to the double fold "c" type, as suggested by DuFresne, in order to 
provide a starter tab for manual grasping to remove the web segments from a container (column 
1, lines 66-68). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sameh H. Tawfik whose telephone number is 571-272-4470. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Tuesday - Friday from 9:00 AM to 7:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rinaldi Rada can be reached on 571-272-4467. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Sameh H. Tawfik/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3721 



ST. 



